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David Brandenberger, born 1970 in Urdorf, Switzerland, is an
optician, photographer, painter, musician and founder of the
Solatrike project. He rode the Solatrike 40000 km from Europe
to New Zealand / Aotearoa.

As an optician, he first worked in Zurich and the surrounding
area then in Flims and Klosters in Graubünden. In between, he
travelled once for three months through New Zealand /
Aotearoa and Australia, and another time for a year around
South America and to Antarctica.

He started his solo journeys with many city trips by Interrail
around Europe. His camera was always with him. Travelling
and photography have at all times belonged together for him -
he has travelled and photographed across all the continents.

Although he is an amateur, he can take photographs at a
professional level, which are central to his extraordinary
multimedia shows. These he has already performed numerous
times at home and abroad.

As an author, he is especially active in his blog about this
journey. His self-directed and extensive website presents
everything:

www.d-t-b.ch

E-Mail
dave.the.beaver@gmail.com

www.d-t-b.ch
mailto:dave.the.beaver@gmail.com
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Foreword:

This is a true story, partly unbelievable, partly surprising, partly
unknown, but everything really happened. The story about a
solar-powered, electrically assisted recumbent pedelec trike,
from the idea to its path to legend and its involuntary stopover
in New Zealand / Aotearoa.

It is at the same time my own story with unbelievable
twists and turns, surprising puzzle pieces and unknowable fac-
tors, but it is all true. The honest story of a Swiss man who was
born to be anything but an adventurer and a legend.

I don’t give myself these attributes at all, and I find it difficult to
describe myself in this way. I tell the story from my perspective,
as I experienced it. They are my thoughts that flow into it, my
conclusions that I draw from it and my political and religious
convictions that I express. It is a travel story interwoven with
“cyclobiographical” elements.

I am neither the Messiah, nor a prophet, nor perfect, nor do I
want to save and teach the world. Furthermore, with this jour-
ney I don’t have to prove anything to anyone. Additionally, I
don’t need admiration, although I admit that I would like to be a
rock star, but more on that later.

Even at the tender age of ten, I was interested in environmental
protection and was fascinated when, a few years later, I saw a
photo of a solar-powered vehicle on the Gotthard Pass in a
magazine. I had no idea that one day I would travel from
Europe to New Zealand / Aotearoa with a similar vehicle and
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additional muscle power. The thought was initially to undertake
a long journey with a vehicle that needed energy but generated
it itself, independent of the grid, with the help of solar modules.

“I just don’t want to talk about alternative energies, I want to
do something myself and maybe make a contribution that way”
I wrote on my website and set off, aiming to be on the road as
long as and as far as I could get with it.

As I suffer from an incurable disease, I don’t know how long I
will be able to travel before the sickness forces me to stop or
wipes me out completely.

Since my childhood, I have never made a secret of my
Christian, reformed faith, based on the Swiss reformed Church
(similar to the Presbyterians). This was and still is natural and
self-evident for me, even though I was occasionally bullied for it
as a teenager.

I have never shied away from the consequences and have
always chosen my faith. What comes out when you put your
life at God’s disposal and entrust yourself completely to His
guidance is told with this story.

“40000 km, which could be considered as one of the longest
expeditions on an electric bike and maybe the longest ever on
a solar-powered bike.” (Quote Honza [1])

I may not be the first to cycle around the world.
I may not be the first to use solar panels to power
the bike.
But I may be the first who had no idea about
anything and did it anyway!

https://www.recumbent.news/2020/11/10/10-to-1-david-brandenberger-is-inspiring-people-to-think-outside-the-box/#_blank
https://www.recumbent.news/2020/11/10/10-to-1-david-brandenberger-is-inspiring-people-to-think-outside-the-box/#_blank


6

Title: Solatrike - English edition
Author: David Brandenberger
Binding type: Softcover
Paper type: 90 g/m² white, matt
Format: DIN A5 portrait paperback 14.8 x 21.0 cm
Printing cover: glossy
Print content: mixed print, 16 color pages
500 pages
14 pages with 28 color photos
75 black and white photos
17 sketches from the journey
1 double page with the marked travel route
56 exciting chapters
2 ways to read the book
Only in the English version:
Aussie-Slang in the Australian Chapters
Kiwi-Slang in the Aotearoa Chapters

Czech Republic. Uherský Brod. Start of the journey.
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1. New Zealand / Aotearoa 5

1. Hideout in Christchurch:

Lockdown was imposed today because of the virus that is forc-
ing the whole world to come to a standstill. I am also affected
and it has made me to take a break from travelling in Christ-
church, New Zealand. After almost five years on the road, I am
stranded once again. This is not the first time and probably
won’t be the last if it continues like this. If the journey is going
to carry on, that is, because at the moment the situation is
uncertain and has once again thrown my plans into disarray.
I’m getting used to having to make new schedules, work out
route changes and get involved in other circumstances. This
one is of a bigger kind, though, because the whole world is
being hit by the virus.

From my improvised office, I follow current events. My laptop is
perched on a small bookcase that serves as my desk and,
lacking a chair, I sit on the edge of the bed.

At the last moment, on the very day of the lockdown, I get
an excellent offer to rent a cheap room. This way I don’t have
to spend the whole time in the youth hostel.

Christchurch is in itself a huge suburb with a tiny centre, and
is located in the flattest part of New Zealand. There are two flat
areas in Aotearoa: The Firth of Thames on the North Island
and, on the South Island, the Canterbury Plains, of which
Christchurch is a part. Otherwise, everything is rugged with
steep roads - the steepest in the world. But right in the middle
of the flattest region it forced me into lockdown. The next hill is
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an hour’s walk away; from there I can see the surrounding Alps
of New Zealand at least on one occasion. Otherwise, I’m sub-
merged in a sea of small family homes, and I persevere. If I
don’t see any mountains for a long time, I get a tantrum. As a
“homesick for Graubünden” person, I probably couldn’t possibly
live in the Netherlands.

It is war on Facebook. One conspiracy theory follows the next,
there is only black or white and everyone against everyone.
People would be well advised to use the time to look inside
themselves, to reflect and consider whether things should go
on like this or if a change of heart might be useful. But instead,
guns are brought out, nonsensical arguments are thrown
around, half-truths and lies are spread every second. The politi-
cal right wing is seizing the opportunity by shamelessly using
the same semi-truths and falsehoods to pursue its goals.

The truth is secondary, it’s all about the ʻclicksʼ with which
they rake in money. Fear has to be stirred up, sentiment has to
be raised and resentment has to be fanned. Unicorns are sent
dancing on the rainbow and people want to believe such things
rather than science and serious sources. They demand to be
lied to by politicians, YouTubers and influencers, they only want
to hear what fits into their world view, logic and truth don’t stand
a chance. In these times, empathy is being overrun by egoism
as if by tanks weighing tons.

The phenomenon is not new, it is already written in the
Bible: “You remove the smallest insect from your food. But you
swallow a whole camel!”. (Matthew. 23.24). I resignedly close
the lid of my laptop and turn my back on Facebook.

Do I really have to do this to myself? 56.1
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Reviews from the original German edition:

Bruno Brandenberger
Read your great book - no - devoured it! Could not stop

reading! Am a fan of expedition reports and your way of travel-
ing.... ...Your philanthropy and your enigmatic mischievousness
and humor come across well in the book. Just a great, exciting
book you have written.

Sandra Mosimann
Super exciting and varied read! Merci David.

Sebastian Hachenberger
Hello David, I am currently reading your book and am very

captivated and enthusiastic (I am currently on your first winter
break). Your adventures, experiences and stamina is truly
remarkable!!!! My absolute respect!

It is really a great pleasure to read the book! Thank you so
much for writing the book. I will definitely order more.

Bernard Thurnheer (Swiss TV legend).
It reads smoothly and is interesting. Rating: good.

Daniel Tobler
I really enjoyed it - well written.
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Philippe Chretien
I have just finished reading your fascinating book.
I was able to accompany you through storms, headwinds,

breakdowns, red tape and all kinds of unforeseen events, but
also through many highlights.

I congratulate you on your adventure and the immeasurable
wealth of experience you have gained and thank you for shar-
ing it.

Maximum respect!

Nicole Schumacher-Velder (Author of: „Das Tabu“)
I like your writing style and your humour ! But I think it’s a

great piece of work

Daniela von Ow
When tinkerers travel: The Solatrike that David Brandenber-

ger designed and assembled with the help of numerous
experts was to take him around the globe. David, an experienc-
ed traveller, put an infinite amount of time and meticulousness
into getting a vehicle that would not let him down and, if it did,
could be repaired quickly and easily on the spot. But many
things turned out differently, and the journey proved to be a real
challenge, both from a logistical and a technical point of view.
And when not only the driver but also the Solatrike runs out of
breath in the endless expanse, the emotions are close enough
and „uncensored“. The book takes us very closely into these
spheres of a person’s confrontation with technology and, even
more so, with nature. Moments of happiness were more recog-
nisable in the encounters with numerous people on site than in
„the way is the goal“. It is also exciting to read about all the
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obstacles caused by local bureaucracy and the definition of a
Solatrike. What „detours“ are involved - that needs strong ner-
ves and openness for alternative goals. In part, we learn this
from David unfiltered. And yet, the great fascination, „the fever“
of travelling is always strong enough despite setbacks - and it
therefore goes on and on. Travelling to countries where people
don’t want to talk about their society or their politics, but where
the hospitality is enormous and even the smallest room is filled
with warmth and joy of encounter - only those who set out
experience something like that. In the end, it was not a total
loss that ended the trip, but the Covid pandemic. David return-
ed, the Solatrike has been wintering in New Zealand ever sin-
ce. I am already curious how the journey will continue after the
pandemic. Good luck and above all, many happy moments.

Five star Book review at Orell Füssli Book Distribution.

Captivating until the last line

Rating 14.11.2021
Rated Book (Paperback)

Exciting, informative, humorous and humanely written =master-
piece=. Written by a humble, helpful and open-minded young
man who brings readers closer to our diverse world. Without
prejudice, he approaches people all over the world and mas-
ters even the most difficult situations of his unique way of tra-
velling with a twinkle in his eye.
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